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WHMIS 
 
 

The Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System 

(WHMIS) provides you with health and safety information 

about hazardous products at your worksites. 

Some hazardous products can cause explosions, fires, or 

other accidents if they are not handled or stored properly. 

Other hazardous products can cause health problems 

(such as eye irritation, lung damage, or cancer) if you are 

exposed to them. 

WHMIS gives you the information you need about the 

hazardous products you handle, use, or store. As a crane 

operator or a rigger, you can use this information to help 

you stay safe and healthy on the job. 

Key elements of WHMIS 
There are four key elements of WHMIS: 

1. Classification.  WHMIS divides hazardous products 

into two groups: physical hazards and health 

hazards. These groups are then further divided into 

hazard classes. A hazardous product can fall into one 

or more of the hazard classes. 

2. Labels. Under WHMIS, all hazardous products must 

be labelled. There are two main types of WHMIS 

labels: supplier labels and workplace labels. These 

labels warn you about hazards and tell you how to 

safely handle each product. 

3. Safety data sheets (SDSs). SDSs provide you with 

more detailed information about hazardous products, 

how to use them, and how to protect yourself. Each 

SDS has 16 sections. Each hazardous product at your 

worksite must have an SDS. And your employer must 

ensure you can access SDSs easily. 

4. Education and training. You need to be educated and 

trained in WHMIS so you can work safely with the 

hazardous products at your worksites.  

Responsibilities under WHMIS 
Employers are responsible for ensuring that: 

• Workers are educated and trained in WHMIS. 

• Hazardous products are labelled properly. 

• SDSs are easily available to workers. 

• Effective measures are put in place to protect workers. 

As a worker, you need to: 

• Take part in WHMIS training.  

• Take steps to protect yourself and your co-workers. 

• Do your part to help identify and control hazards. 

OHS Regulation references: sections 5.3 to 5.19
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Pictograms show the type of hazard posed by a hazardous 
product. They appear on supplier labels and SDSs. 
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Project: ................................................................................................. Address: ................................................................................................... 

Employer:............................................................................................. Supervisor:.............................................................................................. 

Date: ............................................................ Time: ............................................... Shift: .......................................................................... 

Number in crew:................................................................................ Number attending: .......................................................................... 
 

Other safety concerns or suggestions: .............................................................................................................................................................. 

 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Record of those attending: 
 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 

1. 
   

2. 
   

3. 
   

4. 
   

5. 
   

6. 
   

7. 
   

8. 
   

9. 
   

10. 
   

11. 
   

12. 
   

13. 
   

14. 
   

15. 
   

 
Manager’s remarks: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 
………............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

 
Manager: .............................................................................................. Supervisor: ......................................................................................... 

(Signature) (Signature) 
 
For more information on health and safety requirements for crane operations in B.C., refer to the Workers Compensation Act and the OHS Regulation on worksafebc.com. 
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