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Safe use of a dedicated emergency platform 
 
 

Your jobsite’s rescue team may use a dedicated 

emergency platform (DEP) as part of the site’s emergency 

plan. A DEP is a work platform suspended from a tower or 

mobile crane. It is used to remove injured workers from 

high elevations. 

A DEP is equipped with a backboard, a stretcher, lanyards 

and body harnesses. The DEP operations team consists of 

the crane operator, the rigger and emergency response 

team members such as the first aid attendant(s).  

Before using the DEP in an emergency, a trial lift must be 

conducted. When the DEP is in use, anyone entering it 

must wear a personal fall protection harness connected to 

a secure point on the DEP. 

Roles and responsibilities 
• When the DEP is in use, the crane operator and the 

rigger stop all current tasks and prepare for further 

direction according to the site’s emergency plan.  

• An emergency response team member lets the rigger 

know the location of the first aid attendant(s).   

• The rigger and the crane operator wait for the first aid 

attendant(s) to secure themselves to the DEP, and then 

coordinate lifting the DEP up to the injured worker. 

• When directed, the crane operator moves the DEP as 

close to the injured worker as safely possible. The 

operator must maintain at least three metres (ten feet) of 

clearance from any nearby energized power lines. 

• The rigger lets the team know that the DEP is ready once 

it has arrived near the injured worker. 

• The emergency response team members secure the DEP 

to the structure and carry the injured worker onto the DEP 

on a stretcher. 

• The first aid attendant fastens the stretcher and their own 

harness to the DEP per the instructions. The attendant lets 

the rigger know that everyone on the DEP is secured and 

releases the DEP from the structure. 

• The rigger directs the crane operator to move the DEP 

down to the landing site.  

Preventing tip-overs 
• Do not allow the total weight of an occupied DEP to 

exceed 50% of the rated capacity of the crane or hoist. 

• Do not raise the boom in strong winds. 

• Do not move the DEP by pushing or pulling on objects 

outside of it. 

• Use only manufacturer-recommended parts and 

equipment on the DEP. 

OHSR Reference: 4.13, 13.27, 13.33 & 32.3. 

TOOLBOX TALKS 

 
 
 

  

mailto:info@bccranesafety.ca
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-04-general-conditions#SectionNumber:4.13
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Project: ............................................................................................... Address: .............................................................................................. 

Employer:............................................................................................. Supervisor:.......................................................................................... 

Date: ............................................................ Time: ............................................... Shift: .......................................................................... 

Number in crew:................................................................................ Number attending: .......................................................................... 
 

Other safety concerns or suggestions: ................................................................................................................................................................ 

 
……….............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 

Record of those attending: 
 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 

1. 
   

2. 
   

3. 
   

4. 
   

5. 
   

6. 
   

7. 
   

8. 
   

9. 
   

10. 
   

11. 
   

12. 
   

13. 
   

14. 
   

15. 
   

 
Manager’s remarks: .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
………............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
Manager: .............................................................................................. Supervisor: ......................................................................................... 

(Signature) (Signature) 
 

For more information on health and safety requirements for crane operations in BC, refer to the Workers Compensation Act and the OHS Regulation at worksafebc.com. 
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